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BOOK REVIEWS 

A world court in the light of the United States supreme court. By 
Thomas "Willing Balch, L.H.D., Trinity college. (Philadelphia: 
Allen, Lane and Scott, 1918. 165 p. $2.00) 

A distinct addition is made to the discussion of a world tribunal for 
the promotion of peace by Mr. Balch 's book. After referring to the 
evident desire of advanced nations to avoid the consequences of war as 
evidenced by various provisions for arbitration, or by courts appointed 
ad hoc for the settlement of single cases, the author draws upon the ex- 
perience of the United States supreme court for the purpose of consid- 
ering the feasibility of a world court or tribunal. 

It is shown that where the United States supreme court has dealt with 
cases between states in which the dispute involved only a small number 
of the states, or was of a legal as distinguished from a political nature, 
the court has been uniformly successful ; but when a large number of the 
states were involved, and the question in dispute was of a political nature, 
such as the question of slavery out of which grew the famous Dred Scott 
case, the court failed and arms were resorted to. 

In the light of this decision, the author asks the pointed question : "If 
the Supreme Court of the United States could not by a judgment avoid 
a civil war within the North American Union over a political question 
upon which the member states were divided into two fairly equal groups, 
is it likely that a Supreme Court of the World will by its judgment be 
able to compass in peace the political quarrels dividing the powers of 
the world into two fairly equal groups?" (p. 121) 

Mr. Balch examines this inquiry with care, presents the considerations 
for its determination in a scholarly and judicial manner, and in a con- 
cluding note advises the reader that he began the present study ' ' with the 
view of advancing an argument in favor of the early creation of a Su- 
preme Court of the Nations as the best and easiest means of insuring 
peace between the members of the family of Nations." As the study 
advanced, however, he "was forced gradually to realize that there were 
limitations to the possibilities of securing world peace by the mere estab- 
lishment of such a Tribunal." He nevertheless "believes that much 
can be done to make the recurrences of war less frequent." 

The considerations which guide Mr. Balch to his somewhat pessimistic 
conclusions are mainly two : the susceptibilities of the judges, and the 
want of sanctions for the judgments of such a tribunal. In respect to 
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the first, one may question if the author has done complete justice to pos- 
sible incumbents of such a court. It may be doubted if the circumstances 
which surrounded the Dred Scott decision would ever be paralleled, and 
it may be believed that the greater enlightenment of a more advanced 
civilization and the freer opportunity for the influence of public opinion 
has increased and will continue to increase the probability of unbiased 
judgment. There is, too, a widespread belief in a broadening of enlight- 
ened vision resultant upon the world war and its lessons. 

With respect to the second consideration, the constitution of the league 
of nations which was formulated since Mr. Balch's book was written 
would seem to obviate the difficulty he feared. The moral suasion, the 
boycott, and the menace of concerted action by way of force in extreme 
cases would seem to meet the demand for power necessary to enforce 
the judgments of such a tribunal. 

J. J. Thompson 

A society of states. Sovereignty, independence and equality in a league 
of nations. By W. T. S. Stallybrass, M.A. (Oxon), fellow and vice- 
principal of Brasenose college, Oxford, of the Inner Temple, barris- 
ter at law. (New York: B. P. Dutton and company, 1919. 243 p. 
$2.00 net) 
A republic of nations. A study of the organization of a federal league 
of nations. By Raleigh C. Minor, professor of constitutional and 
international law at the University of Virginia. (New York : Ox- 
ford university press, 1918. 316 p. $2.50 net) 
The responsible state. A reexamination of fundamental political doc- 
trines in the light of world war and the menace of anarchism. By 
Franklin Henry Giddings, LL.D., professor of sociology and the his- 
tory of civilization in Columbia university. (New York : Houghton 
Mifflin company, 1918. 109 p. $1.00) 
The people's part in peace. An inquiry into the basis for a sound in- 
ternationalism. By Ordway Tead. (New York: Henry Holt and 
company, 1918. 156 p. $1.10 net) 
The world war and leadership in a democracy. By Richard T. Ely, 
Ph.D., LL.D., professor of political economy in the University of 
Wisconsin. (New York: Macmillan company, 1918. 189 p. $1.50) 
Democracy and world relations. By David Starr Jordan. (Yonkers- 
on-Hudson, New York : World book company, 1918. 158 p. $1.20) 
Among the numerous books dealing with international questions con- 
nected with the world war, the list here given is typical. While the 
volumes contain little of historical value they are in themselves important 
as definite indicia of one phase of public opinion at the conclusion of that 
struggle. 



